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toward a recession and a depression.
The gentleman who was then managing
the rule, H. Res. 1175, indicated that we
as Democrats must stop telling
untruths. To that I asked the gen-
tleman whether or not he was calling
me a liar.

I wish to read into the RECORD that
when that inquiry was made, the gen-
tleman responded, as I said, I assume
that he was not suggesting that I am a
liar. The gentleman said ‘‘I did not sug-
gest that at all.”

It is important to note that America
is suffering. Between 7,000 and 8,000
people a day are filing for foreclosures
and that consumer confidence is down.
We are moving toward a recession and
maybe a depression.

———

LET MEMBERS HAVE INPUT IN
THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

(Mr. LEWIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express to the House
my concern about the fact that Chair-
man OBEY and Speaker PELOSI are
very, very busy these days. If news re-
ports are to be believed, it’s apparent
that they’re going about doing all of
the work of the Appropriations Com-
mittee as well as the House almost all
alone with almost no input from Demo-
crats or Republicans from the House.

Because of that busy schedule, I have
been writing to Mr. OBEY of late. I have
sent him three letters altogether. Last
Thursday, I sent him a letter that was
signed by the entire Republican mem-
bership of the Appropriations Com-
mittee urging him to have regular
order and full hearings on the supple-
mental that is before us that rep-
resents a huge portion of our spending,
and yet there has been no hearing
whatsoever.

Just in case Mr. OBEY hasn’t seen
this letter because his staff is very
busy, I know, working on these
projects, I would like to submit that
letter for the RECORD and urge the
House to urge the leadership to allow
us to have public hearings so that
Members can have input regarding
their districts’ needs on this very, very
important part of this year’s work.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2008.
Hon. DAVID OBEY,
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: In the absence of any
response from you to my April 21st and April
24th letters, and recognizing Senator Byrd’s
immediate response to the Republican Sen-
ators from his Committee, we are writing to
once agaln express our grave concerns over
media reports that your leadership plans to
unilaterally, and without Member input,
write and take to the House floor the Emer-
gency Supplemental Appropriations bill
under a closed rule and bypass full Appro-
priations Committee consideration. Such ac-
tion would be an historical and unprece-
dented abdication of responsibility for the
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House Appropriations Committee and would
be viewed by many in both parties as a
shameful power grab by House and Senate
leaders.

Senator Byrd, who recognizes the slippery
slope involved in circumventing the well-es-
tablished rules and precedents of the Appro-
priations Committee, has scheduled a frill
Senate Appropriations Committee markup
for the week of May 5th. We urge you in the
strongest possible terms to follow Senator
Byrd’s example and schedule a full Com-
mittee markup in the House at the earliest
possible date.

It is only right and fair that you allow
Members of our Committee—Republicans
and Democrats—to do the work they were
elected to do. We are extremely troubled by
the fact that under this scheme no Member
of the House will be afforded the opportunity
to offer amendments in full Committee or on
the House floor while Senators in the other
body will be given the opportunity to let
their constituent’s voices be heard. We must
act expeditiously to move through full Com-
mittee and onto the floor a clean Emergency
Supplemental, free of extraneous funding
and policy provisions, to address the urgent
needs of our troops and their families.

On October 20, 2006 then Minority Leader
Nancy Pelosi wrote in a letter to then-
Speaker Hastert: ‘“We must restore biparti-
sanship to the administration of the House,
reestablish regular order for considering leg-
islation. and ensure the rights of the minor-
ity, whichever party is in the minority. The
voice of every American has a right to be
heard.”

Again, we urge you and Speaker Pelosi to
stand by those words. Historical precedent
and tradition dictates that this legislation
be fashioned in an open and transparent
process, and ensure full participation by
both parties—not behind closed doors but in
the full light of day. As the Speaker stated
less than two years ago, every Member of the
Appropriations Committee and, indeed,
every Member of the House and their con-
stituents deserve to have their voices heard.

We look forward to your timely response.

Sincerely,

Jerry Lewis; C.W. Bill Young; Ralph Reg-
ula; Harold Rogers; Frank R. Wolf;
James T. Walsh; David L. Hobson; Joe
Knollenberg; Jack Kingston; Rodney P.
Frelinghuysen.

Todd Tiahrt; Zach Wamp; Tom Latham;
Robert B. Aderholt; Jo Ann Emerson;
Kay Granger; John E. Peterson; Virgil

H. Goode, Jr.; Ray LaHood; Dave
Weldon.
Michael K. Simpson; John Abney

Culberson; Mark Steven Kirk; Ander
Crenshaw; Dennis R. Rehberg; John R.
Carter; Rodney Alexander; Ken Cal-
vert; Jo Bonner.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

E—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-
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woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WELLER of Illinois addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is May 7, 2008, in the land of the free and
the home of the brave, and before the sun set
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on
demand. That’s just today, Madam Speaker.
That's more than the number of innocent lives
lost on September 11 in this country, only it
happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,889 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Madam Speaker, died and screamed
as they did so, but because it was amniotic
fluid passing over the vocal cords instead of
air, no one could hear them.

And all of them had at least four things in
common. First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to anyone,
and each one of them died a nameless and
lonely death. And each one of their mothers,
whether she realizes it or not, will never be
quite the same. And all the gifts that these
children might have brought to humanity are
now lost forever. Yet even in the glare of such
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